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August 2020 
 

Dear Faith Formation Parents and Guardians: 
 

This has truly been a unique time of our lives.  I thank you for all of your support during this time and look forward to 
continuing to work with you in the future.  If you are new to the process, I hope to meet you and get the opportunity to 
get to know you. 
 

Jesus tells us to “be a light for all to see”.  We must shine for all those around us to be able to see the Christ within us.  
We have chosen this as our theme for the year as we discover the light within us so that we can share that light. 
 

Faith Formation happens in a context of life activities.  What you do at home with family prayer and discussions of God 
and values helps provide a foundation for sharing faith.  Attending Mass on a regular basis and other church activities 
also gives a community perspective to our relationship with God and Church.  The priority you give to Church 
participation will be the priority your children learn.  We will work together in partnership to provide the best 
experience for your family.  We want to assist you in your role as the primary catechist of your child in learning about 
God and the Church while growing in faith together as a family and parish community. 
 

To that end, this year we have developed a new process that we hope you will find helpful as you and your family 
grow in faith and spirituality.   It has three major components: 

 Praying and sharing together as a family at home using the Pflaum Gospel weeklies that coincide with the 
Sunday readings.  There will also be resources for adults to reflect on the readings. 

 Participating in family monthly gatherings that will focus on a particular aspect of our faith each month.  For 
example, in October, the month of Mary, we may focus on the rosary, how to pray it, its history, and then we 
will make rosaries for ourselves.  In order to promote parish unity and catechesis, these gatherings will be 
open to the entire parish and school communities.  Families are to bring a brown bag lunch with them.  
Beverages will be provided. 

 Attending parish events and activities such as Sunday Mass, holy day celebrations, social activities, etc.  These 
gatherings will depend on current county, state, and archdiocesan guidelines about large gatherings. 

 

We will no longer have weekly age level meetings though at the monthly gatherings we may occasionally do things in 
age level groups. 
 

We developed this process with the best practices for Faith Formation and all the safety precautions taken into 
consideration as well as.  This is new to IHM but not to the Universal Church’s Faith Formation community. 
Please return the attached registration information by September 8 to the Faith Formation Office.  There is a calendar 
attached with scheduled events that are planned as of today.  Details will be shared at the parent orientation meeting 
scheduled for September 14.  
 

If you have any questions, please contact me at banderson@immaculateheartofmary.org or Holly Dengler, Faith 
Formation administrative assistant, at hdengler@immaculateheartofmary.org.  You can also reach either of us at 410-
661-3820. 
 

Blessings, 
Barbara 
Barbara Anderson 
Director of Faith Formation 


